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ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

f49 CF.R. S 1105.7) 

(1) Proposed Action and Altematives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any raU tine and other 
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasontdtle altematives to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF'O proposes to abandon 1.37 miles of rail line located 

between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, in Lafayette, Boulder County, Colorado (the 

"line"). A map of the project aiea is attached as Exhibit A. 

The City of Lafayette wishes to railbank the line for continuation of an existing trail. 

BNSF!s salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows: 

The proposed abandonment will include (he removal ofthe rails and ties, but the railroad 

ligfat-of-way, ballast, and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum 

disruption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be 

sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an HPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 
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waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit 

their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in 

water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 

waterflows in the area should not be dismpted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by goveming authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open maiket. Each salvage contract includes 

detailed information on any environmental or historic conditions recommended by the 

Office of Environmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Transportation 

Board ("STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a 

BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance Avith BNSF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no local traffic for at least six years. The Line is stub-ended and, 

therefore, not capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on the 

Line, only very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. 

Therefore, the proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and 

maintenance practices on the Lme. 

The only altemative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line. 

STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No.475X) 



(2) TrtmsDortation Svstem Describe the effect ofthe proposed action on regional 
or local transportation systems andpattems. Estimate the amotait of traffic (passenger 
or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of 
the proposed action. 

There will be no passenger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation systems as a 

result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local or overhead traffic on this 

line for at least six years. 

(3) Land Use 

(i) Based on consultitiion with load and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or review ofthe official planning documents prepared by such agencies, 
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

Tlie proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. BNSF contacted 

the City of Lafayette, Planning Commission, and the Boulder County, Planning 

Division. 

Karen J. Westover, Planning Manager, City of Lafayette, replied in an e-mail 

dated July 21, 2011, stating that the proposed abandoiunent is consistent with 

existing land use patterns and aligns with the City's Comprehensive Plans. A 

copy ofthe e-mail is attached as Exhibit B. Peter L. Fogg, Manager, Long Range 

Policy Team, Boulder County Land Use Department, replied in a letter dated July 

29,2011, stating that the proposal is consistent with both Lafayette's and Boulder 

County's comprehensive plans as well as the county's intergovernmental 

agreement with Lafayette regarding the boundaries of the Municipal Influence 

Area for planning and annexation purposes. A copy of the letter is attached as 

Exhibit C. 
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(u) Based on consultation with the V.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the 
effect of the proposed action on any prime agricidture land. 

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter to the Colorado NRCS State Office, 

dated June 6,2011, and as of the date of this tepott we have not received a reply. 

A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit D. 

(iU) If any action affects land or water uses within a desigtiated coastal zone, 
include the coastal zone information required by § II05.9. 

Not applicable. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abtmdonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for altemative pubUc use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and 
explain why. 

The proposed abandonment may be suitable for alternative public use. BNSF 

contacted the City of Lafayette, Planning Commission, and Boulder County, 

Planning Division. BNSF intends to railbank the Line with the City of Lafayette. 

(4) Enerev 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 
resources. 

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy 

resources. 

(a) Describe the effect ofthe proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

The proposed abandonment will not adversely affect the movement or recoveiy of 

recyclable commodities. 

(iii) State whether the proposed action will restdt in an increase or decrease 
in overall energy efficiency and explain why. 

STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No475Xi 



The proposed action will not result in an increase or decrease in overall energy 

efficiency as there has been no traffic on the line for at least six years. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage 
of more than: 

(A) 1,000 real carloads a year, or 

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of 
the affected line, quantify the resititing net change in the energy 
consttmption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the 
figure given. 

The proposed abandonment will not result m a diversion of rail to motor carriage. 

(5) a«: 

(i) If the proposed action will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross 
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any 
segment ofthe line affected by the proposal, or 

(B) an increase in real yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by 
carload activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe 
average daily traffic or SO vehicles a day on any effected road segment, 
quantify the antic^ated effect on air emissions. 

The proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds for increased rail or tmck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C) 

above. 

(ii) If the proposed action effects a class I or nonattainment area imder the 
Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least SO percent (measured in 
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on 
any segment of rail line, 

(B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured 
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by carload activity), or 

(C) an avemge increase in truck traffie of more than 10 percent of 
the average dtuly traffic or SO vehicles a day on a given road segment, 
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the 
parameters estabUshed by State Implementation Plan. However, for a 
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or a 
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the three train a day threshold in titis item shall apply. 

The proposed action will not resuh in meeting or exceeding the specified 

±resholds in (ii) (A), (B) or (C) above. 

(iu) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen 
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the 
frequency of service; safety practices (includmg any speed restrictions); the 
appUcant's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and 
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an 
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or 
derailment. 

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting 

materials. 

(6) Noise If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are 
surpassed, state whether the proposed action mU cause: 

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or 

(u) em increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 
communis and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

Not applicable. 

(7) Ssf^ 

(i) Describe any effects ofthe proposed action on public heedth and safety 
(including vehicle delay tune at railroad crossings). 

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public safety. 
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There are two (2) private at-grade crossings and three (3) public at-grade 

crossings on the Line. 

(ti) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the 

materials and quantity; the firequency of service; whether chemicals are being 

transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; 

safety practices (including any speed reactions); the appUcant's safety record 

(to the extent avaUable) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the 

contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, emd the likeUhood of and 

accidental release of hazardous materials. 

The abandonment will not resuU in the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous weiste sites or sites where there have 
been known hazardous material spiUs on the riglu-of-way, idetUify the location 
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

There are no known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known 

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way. 

(8) Bioloeical Resources 

(i) Based on consultation with the V.S. Fish emd Wildlife Service, state 
whether the proposed action is likely to adversefy affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habited, and if so, describe 
the effects. 

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an advetse effect 

on endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. By 

letter dated June 6, 2011, BNSF contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Mountain-Prairie Region, in reference to this proposed abandonment. The agency 
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replied by letter dated June 17, 2011, stating "concur not likely to adversely 

affect." A copy ofthe letter is attached as Exhibit E. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or 
forests wiU be etffected, and describe any effects. 

BNSF does not believe that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 

parks or forests will be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. By 

letters dated June 6,2011, BNSF contacted the BLM Colorado State Office and 

the National Park Service in reference to the proposed abandonment. As of the 

date of this Environmental Report, the BLM Colorado State Office hasn't replied 

to our inquiry. The National Park Seivice replied by letter dated June 16, 2011, 

stating "The National Park Service reviewed this project, and detennined that no 

parks will be affected; therefore, we have no comments." Copies of the letters are 

attached as Exhibit F. 

(9) Water 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether 
the proposed action is conmtent wUh appUcable Federal, State or local water 
quaUty standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

By letter dated June 6, 2011, BNSF contacted the US EPA, Region 8, and as of 

the date of this report it has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter is 

attached as Exhibit G. By letter dated June 6, 2011, BNSF contacted the 

Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources, and as 

of the date of this report it has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter 

is attached as Exhibit H. 

(ii) Beised on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state 
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whether permits under Section 404 of tiie Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) 
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 
100-year flood plains wiU be ejected. Describe the effects. 

BNSF is confident that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

adversely affected by the proposed abandonment. By letter dated June 6, 2011, 

BNSF contacted the Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Omaha 

District m reference to the proposed abandonment. Timothy T. Carey, Chief, 

Denver Regulatory Office, replied in a letter dated June 10,2011, stating, "Based 

on the infomiation provided, a Department of the Army (DA) Permit will not be 

required for this project. Although a DA Permit will not be required for the 

project, this does not eliminate the requirement that other applicable federal, state, 

and local permits be obtained as needed." A copy of the letter is attached as 

Exhibit I. 

(iu) State whether permUs imder Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (AppUcants should contact 
the VS. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental 
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits ewe 
required). 

By letter dated June 6, 2011, BNSF contacted the US EPA, Region 8, and as of 

the date of this report it has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter is 

attached as Exhibit G. By letter dated June 6, 2011, BNSF contacted the 

Colorado Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water Resources, and as 

of the date of this report it has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter 

is attached as Exhibit H. 

(10) Proposed Mitieation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, inMcating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 
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BNSF does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. BNSF will, of 

couise, consult (as requued) with any recipients of this Environmental Report regarding 

appropriate mitigation actions and will comply with those mitigation actions required by 

the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

f49 C.F.R. S 1105.8) 

(1) Proposed Action and Altematives. Describe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail Une and other 
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable altematives to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detaUed map and drawings cleariy delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") proposes to abandon 1.37 miles of rail line located 

between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, in Lafayette, Boulder County, Colorado (the 

"Line"). A map ofthe project is attached as Exhibit A. 

BNSF^ salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and ties. The railroad 

right-of-way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimmn 

dismption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

good quality ties that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be 

sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into 

railcars and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailmg 

waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit 



their activities to the widdi of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material m 

water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 

waterflows in the area should not be dismpted. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by goveming authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage contract includes 

detailed infomiation on any environmental or historic conditions imposed by the Office 

of Envuonmental Analysis of the Surface Transportation Board ("OEA") in then: final 

decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal 

representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 

obligations, including OEA-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no local traffic for at least sk years. The Line is stub-ended and, 

therefore, not capable of handling oveihead traffic. Because of the lack of tragic on the 

Line, only very limited maintenance has been performed on the Line for some time. 

Therefore, die proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and 

maintenance practices on the Line. 

The only altemative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging the Line. 



HISTORIC REPORT 

1. A V.S.G.S. topographic map (or an altemate map drawn to scale and sufficiently 
detailed to show buildings and other stmctures in the vicinity of the proposed action) 
showing the location of tiie proposed action, emd the locations and appr<admate 
dmensions of railroad stmctures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the 
proposed action. 

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A. 

2. A written description ofthe right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent 
known), emd the topography emd urbem and/or rural chemicteristics ofthe surrounding 
area 

The subject Line extends approximately 1.37 miles between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 

22.17, at Lafayette, in Boulder County, Colorado. The average width of the right-of-way is 

generally 100 feet, 50 feet on each side of the centerline of the Line. The width decreases on 

some segments to 50 feet, then changes back to 1(K) feet wide. There are no federally granted 

rights of way involved. 

3. Ge>od quatity photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
stmctures on the property that are SO years old or older emd of the immediate^ 
surrounMng area. 

There are no bridges or other railroad structures on the Line. 

The date(s) of constmction ofthe structure(s), and tiie date(s) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the extent such information is known. 

There are no bridges or other railroad stmctures on the Line. 

5. A brief narrative lustory of carrier operations in the area, and cm explanation of 
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed eution. 

On February 12, 1849, the Chicago, Burimgton & Qumcy Railroad Company 

("CB&Q'O was incoiporated as Aurora Branch Railroad Company. On June 22,1852, the 

name changed to Chicago and Aurora Railroad Company. On Febmary 14,1855, the name 



changed to The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Raihoad Company. In 1901, the Great 

Northem Railway Company and Northem Pacific Railway Company jouitly acquired 

control of CB&Q. On March 2, 1970, Great Northem Railway Company and Northem 

Pacific Railway Company were merged into Great Northem Pacific and Buriington Lines, 

Inc., pursuant to an Agreement of Merger dated as of January 26, 1961 (Northem Lines 

Merger Agreement). On March 2, 1970, CB&Q then merged into the Great Northem 

Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc. pursuant to an Agreement of Merger dated as of January 

26. 1961, (Burlington Merger Agreement). A Certificate of Amendment of Certificate of 

Incorporation of Great Northem Pacific and Burlington Lines, Inc. dated Febmaiy 12,1970, 

was filed in the office of the Secretary of State of Delaware on March 2,1970, and the name 

of the company changed to Burlington Northem Inc. ("BNI"). On May 14. 1981. BNI's 

name changed to Burlington Northern Railroad Company ("BNRR") and it became a 

wholly-owned subsidiary of BNI. BNRR merged with The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway Company in 1996 to become The Burlington Northem and Santa Fe Railway 

Company, which name was changed to BNSF Railway Company in 2005. 

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering 
drawings, that might be usefid in documenting a stmcture that is found to be historic. 

E>ocuments in BNSF's possession conceming diis abandonment may include alignment 

maps showing the right-of-way and/or station maps. These documents are too large for practical 

reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if they are available. 

An opinion (based on readily available information in the raUroad's possession) ets to 
whether the sUe and/or stmctures meet the criteria for Usting on the National Register 
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a UkeUhood of archeological 
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, emd 
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with tiie State Historic 
Preservation Office, loced historical societies or universities). 



BNSF contacted the Colorado Historical Society ("SHPO") in reference to the proposed 

abandonment. By letter dated June 29, 2011, Edward C. Nichols, State Historic Preservation 

Officer and President stated, "The BNSF's Lafayette Bypass (BL374.6) was determined to be 

eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990. We believe that the line, 

as it exists today, remains eligible for listing on the NRHP. However, removing the existing 

tracks without altering the existing bed, grade, or orientation is an undertakmg that would have 

no adverse effect on this historic resources." The letter is attached as Exhibit J. 

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fiU, environmental conditions 
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might e^ect the archeok>giceU recovery of 
resources (such eis swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and tiie 
surrounding terrain. 

The Line was disturbed during original constmction by cuts and fill and any 

archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would 

have been affected at that time. Our records do not mdicate any environmental conditions 

that might affect the archaeological recovery of resources. 

9. Within 30 days of receipt ofthe historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request the following eidditioneU information regarding specific non retilroad 
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
wety: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the nulroeid 
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way ad/acent to the property) and a written 
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifymg the location 
and type ofthe site (i.e. prehistoric or native American). 

If any additional infonnation is requested, BNSF will promptly supply the necessary 

information. 
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Sims, John A 

From: Karen Westover [karenw@cityollafayelte.com] 
Sent: Thursday, July 21, 2011 4:48 PM 
To: Sims, John A 
Cc: Monte Stevenson; Kerl Davies 
Subject:-Abandonment of Rail line Docket No. AB-6 
John 
In response to your letter dated June 6j 2011, the proposed abandonment is consistent with existing 
land use patterns and aligns with the City's Comprehensive Plans. 
Please let me know if you have any questions 

Karen J. Westover, A1G> 
Ploinning Manager, City of Lafayette 
303-665-5506, ext 333z' 
karenw@cityofiafayett6,cohi 

7/21/2011 
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Land Use 
j Courthouse Annex • 2045 13tti street ' Boulder. ColoredQ 80302 • Tel' 303.441.3930 • Fax: 3(0.441.4856 
! Mailing Address: P.O. Box 471 • Boulder, Colorado 80303 • WMvw.bouldercounty.arg 

July 29,2011 

John A. Sims, CP 
BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOD -
Fort Worth, TX 76131-2828 

Dear Mr: Sims: 

I apologize for the delay in our response to your letter of June 6"' describing BNSF's intent to 
abandon 1.37 miles of rail line iu Boulder County in and tiear the City of Lafayette. T have 
reviewed the map and corresponded with Lafayette, and fmd that the proposal is consistent 
with both Lafayette's and Boulder Couniy's comprehensive plans as wdl as the county's 
Intergovernmental agreement with Lafayette regaixling the boundaries ofthe Municipal 
Influence Area for planning and annexation purposes. 

If you have any questions or would like more details regarding this response please do not 
hesitate to contact me at yoiu- convenience. 

Regards, 

Peter L. Fogg 
Manager, Long Range Policy Team 
Boulder County Land Use Department 
PO Box 471 
Boulder̂  CQ 80306 
pfoggtSiboutdercountyjor}! 
PHONE: (303) 441-3930 
FAX: (303) 441-4856 

; cc:JeffMoline-City of Lafayette 

Cindy Domsnieo County Commisskiner Ban Pearlman County Commiasionsr Will Toor County Commissioner 
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John A. aimsi CP 

lanOepeairmX 

BNSP RalhMay Company 
ZSqo Leu Menk Drive - A08-9 
FM Wbrth. Tma« 7S131-2428 

lei s'lr.asz-ssTB 

Emtil jobntli(n9bmr.oom 

June 6.2011 

Colorado NRCS State Office 
Denver Federal Center 
Building 56, Room 2604 
PO Box 25426 
Denver, CO 80225-0426 

/7e; s r s Docltet No. AB-S (Sub-No. 475X) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonmant Examp^on - in Boulder County, Colorado 

BNSP Railway Company C'BNSF") antidpates filing In a few weeks a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board C'STB") authority in the above-
referenced dodost to abandon 1.37 miles of rail lins in Boulder County, Colorado, 
between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, in Lafayette. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know whetiier or not the 
proposed abandonment will have any effect on prime agricultural lands. Your 
assessment and comments are respectfully requested. 

For your reference a map of the subject railroad line is enclosed. Following is 
Information on BNSPs salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The referenced proposed abandonment will include the removal ol the rails and 
ties, however, raili'oad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or raits. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any otiier 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a too! designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used in rait servtee. (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an .EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are 
requii^d to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place 
fills or other material in water bodies, including inland waterways. When the 
salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be dismpted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material'salvagers and is generally bid cm the open market. Each salvage 
contract indudes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office (^ Environmental Analysis ofthe Surface 
Transportation Board in their final dedslon. Completed work is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, induding OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessnvent and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by June 30,2011. You may contact me by email or phone with any questions 
or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

John a. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email; Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtnev.estes@bnsf.com 
Kail fi/lorell - Bait Janik LLP -kmoretl@billp.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan.odomOibhsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark. norton(S!bn8f.com 

mailto:courtnev.estes@bnsf.com
mailto:-kmoretl@billp.com




f f A / C K f J i r Jef iRA.Bto i» ,CP 

IttiOefVleattl 

RECEIVED 

JUKI 6 2011 

June 6, 2011 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Mountain-Prairie Region 
134 Union Blvd. 
Lakewood, Colorado 80228 

B N 3 ' RaKwagr ConiiHmy 
.S«00 L«u Menk orha - AOB.a 
Fort Worth. Tmas 7Bi3l-2B2a 

f i x 817.3«2'2!ie7 

EmaH - lshn.UiniabinrMm 

U.S. FISH AND WILDUFB'SERVICB 

INCUR NO EFFECT 
YyTO ADVESSE1.Y AFFECT 

JUN r'7- 281t 

(DATfi) 

Ra: STB Dockat No. AB-S (Sub^o. 478X} BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - In Bouldar County, Colorado 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") antiplpates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
ExempBon seeking Surface TransportaUon Board ("STB') authority in the above-
rsferenoBd docket lo abandon 1.37 mflas of rail line in Boulder Counly, Colorado 
between Mflepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, In Lafayette 

-Ae.part.of4h»fBqul8itQ-eHviFOFim6Htal-reportraNSF needs to know-1) whether or not -
there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or 
areas designated as orilioal habitat adjacent to oi^near the tine, and 2) if so, what effects 
the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference I have endosed a map of the siibjed railroad One. Following is 
infawation on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this projed that should also be of 
use: 

The referenced proposed abandonment will indude the removal ofthe rails and 
ties, however, railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the tradt materials or rails. 
With tiie use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
j-ails.and-related-steeL(angle bars^tlepiateSv spikes, switches-and^any other... . 
metal patte) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tod designed for minimum dismption of ground material. The ties 
are separated Into three groups as folkwvs: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used m rail «enrtce, (2) landscape-quality ties thai will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping, and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded Into railcara 
and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts and right of way wilt remain intad so as not to alfer the prevailing 
waterflows dong the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to 
limit their adivities to the width of the right of way and not to place fills or other 
material in water bodies, Induding inland watewvays. When the salvage process 
is complete, waterflows in the.area should not be disrupted. 





J9ja/i.UVMV .tohn A. SInWt CP BNSP MHway Company 
Psnito;*; ZBiB Uou Menk Diira - AOB-3 
lemDetmbMiA FoitWoilli, Texas 76131-2828 

lei S17.352-237B 
rex 817432.2387 

Enall-]ohn,slintabmfJxm 

June 6,2011 

BLM Colorado State Office 
2850 Youngfleld Street 
Lakewood, Colorado 80215 

Re; STB Uockei No. A B ^ (Sub-No. 47SX) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonmant Exemption - In Bouldar County, Colorado 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF') anticipates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 1.37 mites of rail line In Boulder County, Colorado, 
between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, In Lafayette. 

As part of the requisite environmental report. ̂ S F needs to know: 1) whether or not 
there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or 
areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or near the line, and 2) if so, what effects 
the proposed action may h a ^ on same. 

For your reference I have endosed a map of the subjed railroad line. Following is 
infomnation on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this projed that should also tie of 
use: 

The referenced proposed abandonment will Indude the removal of the rails and 
ties, however, railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle hare, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality lies that virilt be re
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intad so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows atong the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractore are 
required to limit their adMtiM to the width of the right of way and not to place 
fills or other material in water bodies, induding inland watenvaysi When the 
salvage process Is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concreite, as required by governing au^ority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 



BNSF salvage worit for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open mari<et. Each salvage 
contract tnctudes detailed infonnation on any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysts of the Surface 
Transportation Board in their final dedslon. Completed work is independently 
Inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all contradual obligations, Induding OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by June 30,2011. You may contad me by email or phone with any questions 
or concems. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

John A, Sii 
Paralegal 

^ o h n A, Sims, CP 

Enck>sure as stated 

00 via email: Courtney Estes -BNSF - courtnev.est^@bnsf.com 
Kari Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell®billp.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan.odom@.bnsf.com. 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf^com 



/TA/l.klfAr' J«hnA.SIffic,CP 
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BMBF Ralhnky Cempwiy 
2HD LMJ Menk Drive - AOB.S 
FMWdfDly T«a«7S1$t.282« 
tf l 8l7.3»^2S7a 
fa. ti7-i»Zi3a7 
Email - JghnjInnlBlKntcani 

June 6,2011 

Mr, John Wessels, Regional Director 
National Paric Ssnfk» 
Intermountain Region 
12795 Alameda Paricway 
Denver, CO 80225 

TheNfiliwtil FnltSirvittiBylB(Hd itil«imd«i^ 
and detetmlnedlfait noparlv wi l l be atEkoted; 
thnrafoie, w£ l^ye no comments. 

Date', ̂jtJ^sijLt. 

Ra: STB Dockat No. AB-e (Sub-No. 47S)Q BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Boulder County, Colorado 

BNSF Railway Company CBNSF") antidpates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surfece Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 1.37 miles of rail line in Boulder County, Colorado, 
between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, in Lafayette. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
there are any wildlife sanctuaries or National or State paries or forests adjacent to or near 
the tine, and 2} if so, what effects the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following Is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The referenced proposed abandonment will Include the removal ofthe rsdis and 
ties, however, railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of spedallzed machinery i^aced on the railroad rtght of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bare, Vie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next fhe wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into Uiree groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re> 
used in rail service, (2) Iand6cape<iuality ties that will be re-sotd to lumbar 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culveris, ballast and right of way will remain Intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing waferftows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contradors are 
required to limit their adivities to fhe width ofthe right of way and not to place 
fills or other materiat in water bodies, including inland watenvays. When the 
salvage process is complete, waterflows In the area should not be disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repayed viriih gravel, 
asphalt or compete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled arid removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by ejqserienced raH 
material salvagers apd is generally bid on the open marirat. Each salvage 
centred includes detailed infonnation on any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis ofthe Surface 
Transportation Board In their final decision. Completed work is independently 
inspeded by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all oontraduai obligations, including OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, If at ail 
possible, by June 30,2011. You may contad me by email or phone with any questions 
or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

JohnA. Sims. CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtnev.e8te8@bnsf.com 
Kari Morell - Bali Janik LLP -kmorell@billp.com 
Susan Odom -< BNSF susan.odomtSbnsf.com 
Mari< Norton - BNSF - mari<.norton@bnsf.com 

mailto:courtnev.e8te8@bnsf.com
mailto:-kmorell@billp.com
mailto:norton@bnsf.com
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BNSP Ra i lway Company 
2500 Leu Menk Ditve^ AOB-3 
Fort worth, Texa* 78131-2638 
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b x 817-362.2397 

Emal |(ihn.Bl«ns(Bhisreetn 

June 6,2011 

US EPA, Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 47SX) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - In Boulder County, Colorado 

BNSF Railway Company C'BNSF') anticipates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board C'STB") authority in the above-
referenced dod<et to abandon 1.37 miles of rail line in Boulder County, Colorado, 
between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, In Lafayette. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
this action will bie consistent with Federal, State or local water quality standards, and 2) 
whether or not Section 402 and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
C'NPDES") permits are required for pertomiance of the salvage activity descritted below. 
Please note: BNSF atiticlpafes the proposed abandonment should not dl&turb 
more than one (1) acre of land. 

For your referenee I have enclosed a map of the subjed railroad line. Following is 
information on-BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project ttiat should also be of 
use: 

The referenced proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails and 
ties, however, railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins \Mth the unbolting ofthe trad< materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle hare, tie plates^ spikes, switdies and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast \Mfh a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used in rait service, (2) landscape-quality ties that wHI be re-«oId to lumber 
dealere for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain kitad so as not to alter the 
prev£uling waterflows along the line, in addition. BNSF salvage contradore are 
required to limit their adivities to the width of the right of way and not to place 
fills or other material in water bodies, Including inland watenvays. When the 
salvage process Is complete, waterflows in the area sfiould not ba disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments Is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagera and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
confrad Indudes detailed infonnation on any environmental or historical 
conditions imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis ofthe Surface 
Transportation Board in their final dedslon. Completed wori< is independently 
inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual obligations, induding OEA-
imposed conditions. If applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by June 30,2011. You may contad me by email or phone with any questions 
or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

aiu 
John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Endosure as stated 

OC via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtnev.estes@bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorellcSjbiilp.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan.odomtabnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF -mark.norton@bnsf.com 

mailto:courtnev.estes@bnsf.com
http://kmorellcSjbiilp.com
mailto:-mark.norton@bnsf.com
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Ennati - John.dnMQ^n*f«ani 

June 6,2011 

Colorado Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Water Resources 
1313 Shennan St., Rm. 818 
Denver, CO 80203 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 475X7 - BNSF RaUvray Company • 
Abandonment Exemption - in Boulder County, Colorado 

BNSF Railway Company CBNSF') anticipates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board C'STB") authority in the above-
r^renced docket to abandon 1.37 miles of rait line in Boulder County, Colorado, 
between Milepost 20.80 and Milepost 22.17, in Lafayette. 

As part of the environmental report, BNSF is required to contact your agency to 
determine if the proposed abandonment: 

1. will affed land orwater uses within a designated coastal zone; 
2. is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards (with 

a description of any inconsistencies identified); and 
3. will require permits under Sedion 402 of the Clean Water A d (33 U.S.C.§ 1342). 

For your reference I have endosed a map of the subjed railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSPs salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The referenced proposed abandonment virill include the removal of the rails and 
ties, however, railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie priates, spikes, switches and ahy other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated Into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used in rail service, (2) Iand5cape-<]uality ties tfiat will ba re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into railcara and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved cGsposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intad so as not to alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. !n addition, BNSF salvage contradore are 
required to limit their adivities to the width ofthe right of way and not to place 
flits or other material in water bodies, induding inland waterways. When the 
salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area shoukl not be disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or conaete, as required by governing authority. Any aignafs are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage wortt for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagera and is generally bid on the open maritet. Each salvage 
contract indudes detailed InfcMrmatlon on any environmental or historical 
conditions Imposed by the Office of Environmental Analysis of the Surfece 
Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is independently 
Inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance 
with BNSF standards of quali^ and all contractual obligations, including OEA-
imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by June 30,2011. You may contad me by email or phone with any questions 
or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - c0urtnev.estes@bn3f.com 
Kari Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorelI@biHp.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan.odom@bnsfcom 
Mark Norton - BNSF •^nari<.norton@bnsf.com 

mailto:c0urtnev.estes@bn3f.com
mailto:kmorelI@biHp.com
mailto:norton@bnsf.com




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OP EHOINBGieS, OMAHA DIsr i t lCT 

DBNVKR RBGUIATORY OFPICB, 9307 S. Hadsvrortli B o u l e v a r d 
UTTLETOH, COI^UUDO goi3B-«;9ai 

June 10,2011 

Mr. John Sims 
BNSF Railway Cortijjany 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOB-3 
Fort Worth, Texas 76131-2828 

RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 47SX) BNSF Raihvay Company - Abandonment 
Exeu^ition-Bonider County, Colorado 
Coi-ps FUeiNo. NWO-2011-11I8-DEN 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

Reference is made to the above-moitioned project located in Sections 1,2 and 12, TIS, il69W, 
Boulder County, Colorado. 

This project has been reviewed in accordance with Section 404 of tbe Clean Water Act under 
which the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulates the discharge of dredged and fill material, and any 
excavation activity associated mth a dredge «ai fill project in waters ofthe United States. 

Based on the infoL-mation provided, a Department of the Army (DA) Femtit will not be required 
for this project. Although a DA Permit will not be required for the project, this does not eliminate fhe 
requirement that other applicable fiederal, state, and tocal permits be gbtamed as needed. 

Our ofTice has no infoiTnalion regarding 100-yeat floodplains. You should notify the City of 
Lafayette, Boulder County or FEMA to satisfy any concems regarding your work in 100-year floodplains. 

If there are any questions call Mr. Teri-y McKee of my office at (303) 979-4120 and reference 
Corps File No. NWO-20i M118-DEN. 

Sincerdy, 

, l>£fice 

tm 





H I S T O R Y ( 3 . ^ £ ^ , ^ ^ _ ^ ^ 

29 June 2011 CHS #59735 

John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal, Law Department 
BNSF Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive, AOB-3 
Fort Worth. TX 76131 -2828 

RE; STB Docket # AB-6 (Sub # 47SX), Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway, Abandonment of 
Lafayette Bypass from MP 20.80 to MP 22.17, Lafayette vicinity, Boulder County 

Dear Mr. Sims: 

Thank you fbr your recent correspondence received 6 June 2011, concerning the proposed 
abandonment ofa 1.37-inile se^en t of railroad track. Our office has reviewed the additional 
submitted materials. The BNSF's Lafayette Bypass (BL.374.6) was determmed to be eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990. We believe tliat fhe line, as it exists 
today, remains eligible for listing on the NRHP. However, removing the existing ti'acks without 
altering the existing bed, grade, or orientation is an undertaking Hiat would have no adverse eftect 
on this historic resources. 

If you have any questions, ptease contact Joseph Saldibar, Architectural Services Manager, at 
(303)866-3741. 

i-
Sincerely, 

Emvard C. Nichols 
State Historic Preservation Officer, and 
President, Colorado Historical Society 

OFFICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
503-SIS6.3392 ' Pn^ 303-866-1711 * iv-mail: Oahp^ehs.^talcxo.us * Internet: uww.histoocalonsdo.org 

- I 

CIVIC CENTER PLAZA 1560 BROADWAY SUITE 400 DENVER COLORADO 80202 www.historycolorado.org 

http://www.historycolorado.org

